
Ted Wheeler’s Presentation

Ted Wheeler discussed the issue of homelessness in Portland and the impact it has on the
safety and well-being of the city. He stated that the number of deaths of homeless individuals
has increased and asked ‘’at what point the number of deaths is acceptable”. His goal is to
eliminate unsanctioned encampments in the city, which he believes will lead to safer conditions
for the homeless population. He also discussed the danger of fires in these encampments and
the impact it has on the safety of the city at large.

Homelessness is a complex issue with a wide range of causes, and it is not true that drug use
or behavioral health issues are the primary reasons for homelessness. Oregon's recent
legalization of hard drugs has not been followed by adequate funding for treatment, leaving
service providers strapped for resources. The two most dangerous drugs on the streets are P2P
meth and Fentanyl, which is causing an increasing number of overdoses and deaths. Oregon
has the highest meth use rates in the United States and ranks last in the ability to deliver
behavioral health services, despite high demand.

Ted discussed the issue of substance abuse and homelessness, citing the rising death rates for
youth due to Fentanyl abuse and the lack of treatment facilities. He proposed a solution
consisting of three building blocks: affordable housing, services such as hygiene and access to
healthcare, and a criminal justice referral system that offers services in exchange for past
offenses being forgiven. He also emphasized the need for constant innovation and support from
the legislature and community.

Ted Expressed support for the Housing First model, but also believes in immediacy in helping
those who are homeless. He advocated for the creation of service hubs to provide immediate
services to homeless individuals while they wait for housing. He acknowledged that there may
be pushback from the community, but assured that the service hubs will be clean and safe.

Ted discussed record levels of gun violence in Portland and the city's efforts to address it,
including hiring more police personnel, reinventing the way gun violence is addressed, and
investing in community-based interventions.

Mike Myers, Safety Transition, Director, for the City of Portland

Mike Myers, the Safety Transition Director for the City of Portland, highlights the issue of
homelessness in Portland and compares it to a natural disaster, arguing that the city has an
obligation to help the homeless. He suggests that the city needs to establish support service
centers where people can receive case management, medical care, and help navigating
housing options. Myers also discusses the issue of gun violence in Portland, which has been
declared an emergency. He discusses the measures being taken to address the issue, such as
working with street-level outreach workers and developing plans for areas with high rates of gun
violence. Finally, Myers discusses the problem of young black men killing each other, with 50%



of the gun violence problem being attributed to them, while 40% of the gun violence problem is
in the homeless community, often linked to retail crime, prostitution, drugs, and guns.

Dakotah Thompson, Deputy Director of Community Safety, for the City of Portland
Discusses the Portland Environment Management Office (PEMO), which aims to clean up the
city as efficiently and quickly as possible. PEMO centralizes services from various bureaus to
streamline processes for addressing issues such as trash and graffiti on the streets. PEMO
conducts problem-solving meetings for every neighborhood to determine where to direct
resources, and the Impact Reduction Team (IRT) handles problematic encampments while
offering shelter to individuals. The team also works with local businesses to remove graffiti and
requests payment from those responsible for the graffiti. Thompson invites interested parties to
participate in problem-solving meetings and to contact him with questions.

Nate Takara, Incident Commander Street Services Coordination Center
The Center was created in response to the mayor's emergency declaration in March and
has two main goals: to streamline services for homeless individuals and to streamline
services between city bureaus. They transport homeless individuals from campsites
directly to shelters and work with about 10 shelters throughout the city. They also store
personal belongings for up to a month. They streamline services between city bureaus
and clean 80 to 100 camps every week. They encourage the public to continue reporting
issues using the 311 and PDX Reporter technology.
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