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Declining Ridership in PDX Public Transit
2001-2016



TriMet Board of Directors Meeting 9-27-17
(Start at 1:54:00)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9qNG57Q-8A


Link to full article

http://transitcenter.org/2017/11/14/in-portland-economic-displacement-may-be-a-driver-of-transit-ridership-loss/






Portland is Aging



Shared Households are Trending



...and trending older
(though still younger than the average Portlander)



Hmmmm….



Intergenerational Shared Households



Voters From Four Neighborhoods Who Were 21 in 2006 Have Dispersed Across the City

More of a scramble than a push...



Diverse range of neighborhood types show 
consistent patterns.

Following 21 year olds from 2006
~ 25% chance person still lives in neighborhood

 ~ 30-40%  moved to any other random neighborhood
~40-45% totally left Portland 



Age of Registered Voters Living in Shared Housing by Neighborhood

Inner Squeeze



Whoa, really?



Areas of exploration moving forward:
How does increasing density impact transit ridership?

How can this be explained after slowed usage in 2013?
Declining use or declining need? 

Are alternate modes of transportation impacting transit 
ridership? 

Is displacement to suburban neighborhoods responsible for 
loss in ridership?

Will last mile solutions be effective in regaining ridership?
Is this an infrastructure issue?

How do we plan for what’s coming next?
Does transit work less well for people who need it the 

most?



Do these trends hold up nationally?



Going Fungal?



Transportation data represents some of the most 
consistent, plentiful, and readily available real time 

information in the public domain.

We can find out the answers to these questions.

We just need a model big enough to fit. 

Catherine@hackoregon.org


