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WASHINGTON – Today, President Biden will announce the Oregon Mass Timber 
Coalition as one of 21 winners of the $1 billion Build Back Better Regional 
Challenge, the most impactful regional economic development competition in 
decades. Funded by President Biden’s American Rescue Plan and administered by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration (EDA),
the Regional Challenge is awarding approximately $41.4 million in grants to the 
Oregon Mass Timber Coalition, led by the Port of Portland, to modernize and boost
the forest products industry in Oregon.
With $41.4 million in funding from EDA, the Oregon Mass Timber Coalition aims to 
bring down the cost of home building, provide good jobs and restore forest health.
The projects funded as part of this award include working with forest-dependent 
rural communities to grow access to wood fiber, facilitate a wood-based products 
workforce development program, provide resources to university R&D programs 
conducting design and prototyping of new construction materials, and assist state
agencies in creating a favorable regulatory framework to accommodate modular 
mass timber homes in rural and wildlife-impacted communities.
“The Biden Administration is committed to supporting communities as they create
pathways for sustainable economic development. For many rural communities in 
Oregon, timber is a vital industry key to jobs, housing, and the environment,” said
U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo. “This investment will create 
new economic opportunities across Oregon to help it not only recover from the 
economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic but build back stronger and more 
equitably.”
“Sustainable economic development is among EDA’s key investment priorities,” 
said Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development 
Alejandra Y. Castillo. “Today’s investment in the Oregon Mass Timber Coalition 
will help bolster business, create jobs, and improve quality of life in rural 
communities across Oregon.”
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Congratulations to the Oregon Mass Timber Coalition on winning a $41.4 million 
grant through the Build Back Better Regional Challenge,” said Congresswoman 
Suzanne Bonamici (OR-01). “The Coalition, an innovative partnership between 
government agencies and educational institutions, has worked tirelessly to 
advance mass timber production and to craft a plan to build affordable housing 
with mass timber. With this grant, the Coalition will contribute to better forest 
management, address the housing crisis, fight climate change, and create good 
jobs in rural as well as urban communities. It has been a pleasure to support the 
Oregon Mass Timber Coalition through this process, and I look forward to seeing 
all they will accomplish with this federal grant.”
“This federal investment shows how Oregon continues leading the way in 
modernizing wood products, generating jobs and economic opportunities in 
communities statewide,” said Oregon Senator Ron Wyden. “I’m gratified that 
the Oregon Mass Timber Coalition has earned these resources from the American 
Rescue Plan for fresh approaches to our state’s signature timber industry. And I’ll 
keep fighting for similar investments in Oregon to support these valuable new 
sources for jobs and building materials.”
“Mass timber is an exciting innovation with huge untapped potential. Accelerating 
affordable housing production, providing good jobs, sequestering carbon, and 
restoring forest health will provide immense benefits for Oregonians as we seek to
construct more energy efficient buildings for the future using all tools available to 
us,” said Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley. “I’m glad to see the federal 
government step up to support this quintessential Oregon project, bringing 
together a broad group of partners to address multiple challenges at once with an 
innovative solution that will support jobs in our woods, our timber mills, and our 
cities alike.”
“The Oregon Mass Timber Coalition is poised to play a critical role in solving our 
affordable housing crisis,” said Congressman Earl Blumenauer (OR-03). “It’s 
also the key to a low carbon sustainable future based on Oregon’s forest products 
industry. I’m pleased the Biden Administration recognizes this. It is an exciting 
development, and I’m looking forward to tracking the progress with the Port of 
Portland, Hacienda Community Development Corporation, and many others.”
“I am thrilled that the Biden Administration recognizes the critical nature of 
supporting an evolving timber industry here in Oregon,” said Congressman 
Peter DeFazio (OR-04). “Utilizing modern forestry products such as mass timber
will not only help address our nationwide housing shortage, it also creates jobs 
and ensures long-term forest health and resiliency.”
The Oregon Mass Timber Coalition is one of 21 winners – each a regional coalition 
of partnering entities – that will receive awards between $25 million and $65 



million to implement an average of six integrative projects that will enable each 
region's economic transformation and competitiveness.
The Build Back Better Regional Challenge (BBBRC) is an unprecedented 
competitive federal grant program that provides each regional coalition with 
significant investments to tackle a wide variety of projects – including 
entrepreneurial support, workforce development, infrastructure, and innovation – 
to drive inclusive economic growth. Each coalition’s collection of projects aims to 
develop and strengthen regional industry clusters – all while embracing economic 
equity, creating good-paying jobs, and enhancing U.S. competitiveness globally. 
Projects span 24 states and include $87 million to two primarily Tribal coalitions 
and over $150 million for projects serving communities impacted by the declining 
use of coal.
The 21 BBBRC awardees were chosen from 60 EDA-designated finalists that each 
received approximately $500,000 in funding and technical assistance to continue 
developing their cluster strategies. The funding for each coalition is approximate, 
with awards to be signed later in September. Those 60 finalists were chosen from 
a Phase 1 applicant pool of 529 applications, which exemplifies the tremendous 
demand for transformational economic development approaches. EDA will 
continue to support all 60 finalists with the creation of a Community of Practice 
that will provide technical support, foster connectedness with peer regions and 
build capacity.
The Build Back Better Regional Challenge is one of EDA’s many programs aimed 
at building strong regional economies and supporting community-led economic 
development. EDA was allocated $3 billion in supplemental funding under the 
American Rescue Plan to assist communities nationwide in their efforts to build 
back better by accelerating economic recovery from the coronavirus pandemic 
and building local economies that will be resilient to future economic shocks. As a 
part of this funding, EDA allocated $300 million through a Coal Communities 
Commitment to support coal communities in pandemic recovery and help them 
create new jobs and opportunities, including through the creation or expansion of 
a new industry sector. Specifically, EDA has dedicated $100 million of its Build 
Back Better Regional Challenge funds and $200 million of its Economic 
Adjustment Assistance funds to directly support coal communities. Grantees for 
EDA’s full suite of American Rescue Plan programs will be awarded on a rolling 
basis through September 30, 2022. For more information, visit 
https://www.eda.gov/ARPA/.
About the U.S. Economic Development Administration (www.eda.gov)
The mission of the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) is to lead the
federal economic development agenda by promoting competitiveness and 
preparing the nation's regions for growth and success in the worldwide economy. 
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An agency within the U.S. Department of Commerce, EDA invests in communities 
and supports regional collaboration in order to create jobs for U.S. workers, 
promote American innovation, and accelerate long-term sustainable economic 
growth.
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