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• People move regionally.

• Freight moves regionally.

• We can solve our individual problems 
independently. 

Big picture: 2 truths and a Lie



Commute patterns in 2019:

• 65% of workers in Clackamas County left the 
county to work in another county

• 80% of workers in Washington County stayed
in Washington County to work

• 49% of workers in Clark County left to go work 
in Multnomah and Washington Counties

People movement: 2 truths and a lie





2040 Growth Concept: 
Metro decided to grow

concentrate growth in centers and along corridors



• Columbia Blvd. carries $9.5 million worth of motor 
vehicle (cars) freight every day

• The top value commodity on Highway 26 is 
electronics and highest volume is retail goods 

• I-205 carries 10 different types of major 
commodities, and the food category is the highest 
in volume and value

Freight movement: 
2 truths and a lie



 
2020 Regional Commodities for largest daily amounts (in $s and tons) of All Goods category 
Location of Freight Flows Direction Daily $ (in Millions) Daily Tons 
I-5 - south of I-205 Southbound 126.9                74,600  
I-84 west of NE 122nd Eastbound 90.3 50,100 
I-205 north of SE Division Southbound 34.0 24,400 
US 26 (Sunset Hwy.) east of OR 217 Eastbound 19.3 15,400 
OR30 west of I-405 Southbound 39.6                33,100 

 

Regional Freight Delay and 
Commodities Study

More info on Metro Freight Strategy and the 
Commodity Study at:
www.oregonmetro.gov/regional-freight-plan





• Post-pandemic levels of telework have leveled 
off to 30% since 2020 in the State of Oregon.

• Employment in the category of Warehouse and 
Storage jobs increased in our region by 63% 
over 3 years.

• 73% of business in the Portland Region have 
less than 10 employees

Emerging Trends: 
2 truths and a lie
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Changes in VMT post-pandemic 



Industrial Properties as of Q4 2022

Property Submarket Developer/Owner Size (SF) Delivery
Project Basie – Amazon Fulfillment Center Salem Trammel Crow/Amazon 3,850,000 Q1 2023
Prologis Meadows, Building E North/Northeast Prologis, L.P. 281,345 Q1 2023
PacTrust Corporate Park Clark County PacTrust 293,262 Q1 2023
Mill Creek Corporate Center, Bldg 5 Salem PacTrust 86,400 Q1 2023
10680 289th Westside BBS Properties LLC 13,264 Q1 2023
LaCamas Tech Center, Bldg 2 Clark County Rotschy Inc. 24,624 Q1 2023
Lu Pacific Industrial Park I-5 South Lu Pacific Properties LLC 131,594 Q1 2023
Mill Creek Corporate Center, Bldg 6 Salem PacTrust 75,600 Q2 2023
138 Logistics Center, Bldgs A & B North/Northeast Phelan Development Company 489,700 Q2 2023

2480 SE 13th Ave Southeast American Metals Corporation 85,105 Q2 2023
4035 Grant St Clark County Port of Camas Washougal 50,000 Q2 2023
6301 NE 159th Ave – Bauer Cases Clark County Bauer Cases 85,000 Q2 2023
Grahams Ferry Industrial Center I-5 South Ares Commercial Real Estate 148,279 Q2 2023
18350 SW 126th Pl I-5 South - 18,000 Q3 2023
Burnt Creek Industrial Clark County Panattoni 681,780 Q3 2023
Sherwood Commerce Center, Bldgs A/B/C I-5 South Schnitzer Properties 445,007 Q4 2023
10500 SW Manhasset Dr I-5 South Fred Hines 44,647 Q4 2024

Source: Colliers Portland Industrial Report, Q4 2022

* 6.8 million square feet of industrial buildings under construction (coming 
online through 2023-24)



New Distribution Centers

New warehouse 
construction in and 
out the urban 
growth boundary –
creating new traffic 
patterns.



GPI Economic Recovery Plan

• Metro and GPI lead an effort with 
partners to identify specific strategies for 
economic recovery

• Focus on strategies to support small and 
BIPOC-owned businesses during the 
pandemic

• Small businesses with 11-50 employees 
are second only to large corporations 
(501+ employees) in terms of share of 
employment in the tri-county Oregon 
area.  



• What is the new normal for teleworking 
and how do we plan for it?

• Do we plan for the new “Amazon effect”?  
Do we accommodate it or not?

• How can our transportation and land use 
decisions best support small businesses 
during this time of change?

• What is the future of transit? 

Policy questions



Regional Transportation Plan

Sets the course for moving the 
region safely, equitably, reliably 
and affordably for decades to 
come

Establishes priorities for federal, 
state and regional funding

Last updated in 2018; the 2023 
RTP is underway

More info:
https://www.oregonmetro.gov/r
egional-transportation-plan
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Questions?

Margi Bradway
Deputy Director
Planning, Development and Research 
Department


